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You may never live.  However, you will spend incalculable time planning to live.  

Without realizing it, you may have concluded that living is dependent on 

favorable circumstances that you hope for or seek to obtain.  You may subconsciously 

believe you will start living once you can just get that someone special to reciprocate 

your love, achieve a firm financial footing, or finally recover from a lengthy health 

setback.  The false calculus is simple: you will not live until the conditions for it are 

present.  No one articulated this mindset better than the 17th century-polymath Blaise 

Pascal, who wrote: 

“We never keep to the present. We recall the past; we anticipate the future as if we 

found it too slow in coming and were trying to hurry it up, or we recall the past as if to 

stay its too rapid flight. We are so unwise that we wander about in times that do not 

belong to us, and do not think of the only one that does; so vain that we dream of times 

that are not and blindly flee the only one that is. The fact is that the present usually 

hurts. We thrust it out of sight because it distresses us, and if we find it enjoyable, we 

are sorry to see it slip away. We try to give it the support of the future, and think how we 

are going to arrange things over which we have no control for a time we can never be 

sure of reaching. 

Let each of us examine his thoughts; he will find them wholly concerned with the past 

or the future. We almost never think of the present, and if we do think of it, it is only to 

see what light it throws on our plans for the future. The present is never our end. The 

past and the present are our means, the future alone our end. Thus we never actually 

live, but hope to live, and since we are always planning how to be happy, it is inevitable 

that we should never be so.”  

Whether we are going through fortunate or unfortunate circumstances, we are living.  

Whether we are received or rejected, we are living.  Whether we feel the sun on our 

face or are pelted by rain, we are living.  Whether we are joyful or sad, we are living.  

Whether our plans play out or are thwarted, we are living all the way through.  Each 

moment is a gift even as it slips through our fingers. 

Lord, help us to be present where our feet are.  Amen.   
 

Keith Lowder 

Senior Pastor 
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METHODIST WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Our next meeting will be THURSDAY September 3, 2026 in the 

CLC at 6:00pm. 

How exciting!~ I have been waiting for this day for a year!!!  

Our annual Salad Supper. Fellowship, program and especially so 

many delicious SALADS. You have no idea the variety these ladies 

can come up with. As I said…I can hardly wait. 6:00pm., in the 

CLC, be our guests, just join us for fellowship. 

 

Lana Lamkin will be our guest speaker. Lana is an Author, 

Trauma-Informed Master Life Coach, Nutrition Coach, Double-

Lung transplant survivor.  

 

A reminder, August is devoted to our annual school supply drive to 

be shared with Western Union Elementary School. 

 

Looking ahead, our next Blood Drive is scheduled for October 5, 

2026. Please consider donating…a very worthy contribution. 

 

Cindy Zidanic, thank you for sharing Camp Care with us. 

 

Once again we are asking your support of the Back Pack Ministry. 

We support Parkwood Middle School. There are boxes in the FLC 

or the Sanctuary breezeway for your donation.  No glass jars, 

please. 

 

October program. Put on your hiking shoes. Our own Joyce Blythe 

will be leading us on a tour of historical Waxhaw.  

Details will be coming. 

 

The sale of flavoring and the best knives in the world help support 

our ministry. BIG announcement: 

Danny Duzits are back!!!!!  Don’t know what a Danny Duzit is?  

Ask any hard working housewife! 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 
 

 
 

Come join this group on the 4th Sunday of every 

month for “Fun, Food, and Fellowship.   

We meet in the CLC at 5:00 p.m.   

Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 



 

 
 

Join the Children’s Choir as We Sing and Worship 

Tell Me S’more About Jesus 

Ages 2 - 5th Grade 

Children’s Choir resumes August 30th.  

Please call Dawn Roberson  

if you have questions 704-291-0712 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Missions with NC Global Methodist 
Additional training sessions for Disaster Relief Teams (DRT) are open to everyone 18 years old or older.  

Background checks are required but the costs are covered by NC GMC. There is a $35 registration fee that covers  

a handbook, ID tag and T-shirt There are now 5 locations for training: 

  

Sat, Aug 22, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Bethlehem Methodist Church, 607 Bethlehem Road, Statesville, NC 28677 

Morning snacks and lunch will be provided 

Tues & Wed, Sept 8 & 9, 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Iotla Methodist Church, 1173 Iolta Church Rd, Franklin, NC 28734 

Light evening supper provided both evenings 

Sat, Sept 19, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Jordan's Chapel Methodist Church, 4670 Stag Park Rd, Burgaw, NC 28425          

Morning snack and lunch provided by the church 

Sat, Oct 10, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Loves Grove Methodist Church, 4360 Polk Ford Rd., Stanfield, NC 28163         

Morning snack and lunch provided by the church 

Sat, Oct 24, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Lake Waccamaw Methodist Church, 506 Lakeshore Dr., Lake Waccamaw, NC 28450       

Morning snack and lunch provided by the church 

            Register here:   https://shelbygiving.com/App/Form/f046ddf0-ee2b-474a-a718-7a47638a8795 

                               If you have any questions, please call Fred Buchanan 803-944-9370 

 Updates from Actionnel on Bayonnais 
Though Haiti continues to face deeply challenging times, the community of Bayonnais shows what true 

resilience looks like.  Even amid the uncertainty, life and ministry in Bayonnais continue to move 

forward. The Class of 2026 graduated 44 students. The new school year began on Aug 3 and Career Day 

was on Aug 14. The Bethesda Medical Clinic remains open, treating both neighbors and, most recently, 

gang members. The doctor and dentist have resumed their normal hours. Patient count and revenue were 

both up in June. The farmers in the Agronomy Program use the land next to the Bethesda Medical 

Center as well as rent more land to help with the increased cost of food.  Rice has been planted and will be 

harvested between Oct and Nov. Actionnel will be visiting the US in the fall before his visa expires in Dec.  

Now, being able to renew his visa is uncertain. On Sept 27, he is going to share a short story in both of the 

services at MSMC. Melissa Hoffmann from Konpayon will have a booth set up to promote his ministry.     

 
Common Heart Food Pantry on August 11 

Volunteers from MSMC, Amazing Grace Lutheran Church and other groups who were registered with 

Common Heart served 162 households which included 596 individuals made up of children, adults and 

seniors.  We are waiting to get confirmation of future events for 2026 from Second Harvest and Common 

Heart. We appreciate the support that makes this all possible. 

                            

Pipeline September 2026 September 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation ReachOut 
Marcia & Jack Bruschi along with Santiago & Anna served BBQ 

chicken sandwiches, slaw, baked beans, chips, cookies & ice cream       

to 40 participants at the Modene Howie Center on August 14. 

The next meal on Sept 11th will be served by the Men’s Bible Study 

group. Our serving teams have each done an outstanding job this year.  

If you would like to register a team to serve, we have openings on the 

second Friday of each month starting with February 2027.     

               Would you like to join a group?   We can connect you! 

Contact worleyjmba@aol.com 

https://shelbygiving.com/App/Form/f046ddf0-ee2b-474a-
mailto:worleyjmba@aol.com


Wreaths Across America Update 

 

Our webpage has been updated with new photos of our local church and cemetery. We are 

actively trying to partner with two additional churches in Mineral Springs to support their 

efforts in honoring the veterans laid to rest in their cemeteries. 

Please mark your calendars for this year’s Wreaths Across America ceremony on 

December 19th at 10:00 a.m.  

More details will be shared as we get closer to the event.  

Below is our direct QR code linking to our website, where you can sponsor a wreath or sign 

up to volunteer. It has been requested that all wreath sponsorships be submitted through 

the QR Code.  

If you prefer to pay by check, please make it payable to Troop 18. 

Please note that Wreaths Across America is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization. 
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We want everyone to be a part of the NC GMC connection. Please invite others to subscribe to our Newsletter.  

Website: https://ncgloabalmethodistchurch.org 

 

The 2026 General Conference of the Global Methodist Church will be livestreamed on the Global Methodist 

Church’s official YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/@globalmethodistchurch) 

Global Methodist Church - YouTube 

 

Dear Global Methodist Brothers and Sisters, 

 

On behalf of the General Conference Commission (GCC) I want to welcome you to the 2026 General Conference. 

We are excited that the time is drawing near for the first Global Methodist Church General Conference on the 

Continent of Africa. We have been working hard since the close of the 2024 General Conference in Costa Rica to 

prepare for your coming. Our Logistics Team and International Relations have worked to get you here and to 

prepare the venue, hotels, and flights. 

 

The 2026 General Conference will convene at the Sandton Convention Center with our Opening Worship and 

Concert of Prayer beginning at 8:45AM on August 30th. Our time together will conclude with the Consecration 

service at 3:00PM on September 5th. 

 

Our Hospitality Team will meet you at the Airport and direct you to either the Gautrain or the available shuttles. 

Our Registration Team will register you and provide your nametag. Our Worship Team has worked to provide 

worship styles and dynamic preaching from around the globe. We will be called together for each session with 

DRUMS, and Wednesday night is Africa Night with music, food, and fellowship.  

 

Our Prayer Team has been praying for you and has created prayer tools for the whole church to pray for you 

before and during GC2026. 

Our Mission Team is creating mission opportunities for you and others to impact parts of Johannesburg for the 

Kingdom. Our Agenda, Petitions, and Legislative Teams have organized our time together so that you can 

efficiently do all of your voting, legislative, and plenary work. 

Our Pages and Marshals are ready to serve your needs onsite and our Hospitality Team will be available to answer 

questions and help you. 

 

Please pray for the 2026 General Conference Commission and the hundreds of staff and volunteers who are 

serving Christ and the Global Methodist Church by serving you, We know that there will be surprises and 

unforeseen circumstances in an undertaking this large. I ask for your grace and patience as we walk this road 

together. I thank God for each of you and the part that you will be playing as we come together to worship, elect 

Bishops, and engage in Holy Conferencing. It has been an honor to lead the 2026 GCC and to work with such an 

amazing group of leaders from around the world. I look forward to meeting you in person in Johannesburg, South 

Africa. 

Blessings Always, 

Rev. Mike Grant 

Chair | 2026 General Conference Commission 

 

https://ncgloabalmethodistchurch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@globalmethodistchurch
https://www.youtube.com/@globalmethodistchurch
http://www.youtube.com/@globalmethodistchurch
https://www.youtube.com/@globalmethodistchurch


 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study will resume September 10th. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



September 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
7p AA mtg 

2 
9a Sew Blessed 
6p Pack Leader Parent 
Monthly Meeting 
6p Open Gym 
6:30p Adult Choir 

3 
3p Preschool Open House 
6p Band practice 
6p MS Methodist Women 
Salad Supper 

4 
7p AA meeting 

5 
2p Shower 
9:30a Yoga 

6 
Communion Sunday 
9a Traditional Worship 
9a Bible study 
10:20a Modern Worship 
6p Youth 

7 
Labor Day 
Church office closed 

8 
Preschool 1st day 

6:30p Illumination 
Small Group 
7p AA mtg 

9 
9a Sew Blessed 
10a Ladies Bibles study 

6p Open Gym 
6:30p Adult Choir 

10 
9a Chapel|Preschool 
6p Band practice 
6:30p Men's Bible study 
6:30p Women's Bible study 

11 
7p AA meeting 

12 
9:30a Yoga 

13 
9a Traditional Worship 
9a Bible study 
10:20a Modern Worship 
6p Youth 

14 
9a Staff Meeting 
5:30p Pickleball 
6:30p Pack 18 

7p Troop 18 

15 
7p AA mtg 

16 
9a Sew Blessed 
10a Ladies Bibles study 

6p Open Gym 
6:30p Adult Choir 

17 
9a Chapel|Preschool 
6p Band practice 
6:30p Men's Bible study 
6:30p Women's Bible study 

18 
7p AA meeting 

19 
9:30a Yoga 

20 
9a Bible study 
10a Combined Worship 
Service 
11a Trustees 
6p Youth 
6p Finance 
6p SPRC 
7p Administrative Council 

21 
9a Staff Meeting 
5:30p Pickleball 
6:30p Pack 18 

7p Troop 18 

22 
6:30p Illumination 
Small Group 
7p AA mtg 

23 
9a Sew Blessed 
10a Ladies Bibles study 

6p Open Gym 
6:30p Adult Choir 

24 
9a Chapel|Preschool 
6p Band practice 
6:30p Men's Bible study 
6:30p Women's Bible study 

25 
7p AA meeting 

26 
9:30a Yoga 

27 
9a Traditional Worship 
9a Bible study 
10:20a Modern Worship 
5p Springer's 
6p Youth 

28 
9a Staff Meeting 
5:30p Pickleball 
6:30p Grief Group 
6:30p Pack 18 

7p Troop 18 

29 
7p AA mtg 

30 
9a Sew Blessed 
10a Ladies Bibles study 

6p Open Gym 
6:30p Adult Choir 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Published by 

Mineral Springs Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 67 

Mineral Springs, NC 28108 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

Live for Jesus, 

Grow Disciples, 

Change Lives 

 
 

 

Non Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 3 

Mineral Springs, NC 28108 


