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One of my favorite professors in college was Dr. Grayson. I was primed to enjoy his 

class because of my love of world history. However, I found Dr. Grayson’s teaching gift 

enhanced the experience even more. He could lecture for an hour with no notes. There 

were no questions that he was ill-prepared to answer. While I soaked up the content of 

his lectures, his most memorable contribution was how he reframed the way I viewed 

exams. 

Before every exam he would say, “Now is your chance to show off what you know.” 

This statement was striking to me. I had always done the required reading and 

studiously reviewed my copious notes. And yet the words “test” and “exam” held a 

negative stigma in my mind. I was susceptible to the nervous energy that my classmates 

felt before taking them. Instead of focusing on what we knew, we would fixate on what 

we might not know that the exam would expose. And yet Dr. Grayson’s perspective that 

an exam was a chance to demonstrate what we did know changed my thinking about 

exams. I began to relish the chance to show Dr. Grayson that I had mastered the 

material. Instead of worrying about possible gaps in my knowledge, I began to grow in 

confidence that I could display the fruits of my committed study. 

Perspective matters. A glass half empty is an assessment from the perspective of what is 

missing; while a glass half-full is from the perspective of what is present. One represents 

pessimism and the other optimism even as both are looking at the same thing.  

Like taking an exam or looking at the contents of a glass, reaction to change is governed 

by how one frames the situation. Change can be met with fear and anxiety or hope and 

optimism. We can catastrophize or get excited about all the things that could go right.  

This March our worship times will be changing. On the 22nd, the sanctuary service will 

start at 9am while the service in the Family Life Center (FLC) will begin at 10:20am. 

Like any change, our reaction to the new times will largely be governed by how we 

frame them. Will the change be viewed as a disruptive event of loss or framed as an 

opportunity for growth and enhancement? It depends on how we frame it.  

Sunday mornings are like a delicate ecosystem. A change in the environment has 

rippling effects across it. However, on balance, I believe the new worship times will be 

good for Mineral Springs Methodist Church. Worship can take place in an unhurried 

manner in the sanctuary and without the worry over when the sermon will take place in 

the FLC. More space will be available for new Sunday School Classes because there 

will be multiple time slots. The congregation will have a senior pastor available before, 

during, and after each service instead of the currently distracting toing and froing. Our 

culture of starting early and finishing early—compared to many churches—will be 

preserved. 

We are making this change together. There will be some wrinkles that need to be ironed 

out and hiccups along the way. However, there might be some serendipitous blessings 

awaiting us. Join me in praying for them! 

 

Pastor Keith  
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“I am the Light of the world! Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 
 

Hello Spring Kids parents and church family!  

I hope you are all doing well. I am still in need of 

volunteers. We have three classes you can choose from 

to teach or help. We have great groups of kids.  

The ages are pre-k, K-3rd grade and 4/5 graders.  

If you choose to teach, I will have your booklet ready 

for you in advance, so you can be able to prepare for 

your lesson. If you will meet me in the CLC on any 

Sunday before your scheduled day, I will have the 

booklet for you. We have some fun and special lessons 

in the coming weeks and months. We would love for 

you to be a part of teaching our wonderful Spring 

Kids! 
 

Our memory verses for this month are: 

3/1/26 All scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 

for training in righteousness, that the men of God may 

be complete, equipped for every good work.  

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 

3/8/26 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, 

but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 

Matthew 16:25 
 

3/15/26 And we know that in all things God works for 

the good of those who love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 
 

3/22/26 Blessed are the pure in Heart, for they will see 

good.  Matthew 5:8 
 

3/29/26 Blessed is the King who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest 

heaven! Luke 19:38 
 

We are going to make a change to where you drop off 

and pick up kids for Spring Kids. Starting on March 

15th, we will only use the side door and the double 

glass doors in the CLC. We will no longer be using the 

classroom doors. This helps ensure the safety for our 

teachers and the children and it cuts down on 

interruptions to class. 

I believe that is all I have for you this month. If you do 

want to help or teach please contact me by text at  

980-721-7162 or email me at 

springkidsmsmc@gmail.com. 
 

Love and Prayers always,  

Miranda Young 

mailto:springkidsmsmc@gmail.com


  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

METHODIST WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Our next meeting will be Thursday, March 5th. in the 

church office. Fellowship at 9:30 with the regular 

meeting at 10:00.  

 

Marilyn Wooten presented our program, February is the 

“Love Month”. Scripture referring to love. Song titles 

with the word “Love” in the title, Song titles containing 

“Heart” in the title. Fun! Did you realize how many of 

our favorite hymns contain “Love” and “Heart” in their 

title? Also, who knew how many games you could play 

about “Love”? Thanks Marilyn. 

 

Two reminders . Our towel collection for Operation 

Reachout is ending in several days. Still time to 

contribute.  White towels, please.  Please remember to 

bring your paper products for Turning Point. 

 

Talk about good eating! The CLC was overflowing with 

soups and those awaiting our Ash Wednesday service. 

Nineteen different kinds of soup! Thanks to all who 

contributed their favorite soups. Supper was followed by 

an inspiring message.  

 

**** A reminder **** 

We will now be meeting on the FIRST Thursday of 

the month. Our next meeting will be March 5, 2026. 

 

Donate to the Back Pack Ministry in the FLC or the 

Sanctuary breezeway.  No glass jars, please. We support 

Parkwood Middle School, 

 

The sale of flavoring and the best knives in the world 

help support our ministry. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 
 

Finally we had a meeting on February 22, 2026.  

Hope you were able to attend.  

Pastor Keith Lowder was there to “meet and greet” the 

Springers.  

March meeting program is a “must” for all Springers. 

Hope to see you there at the Christian Life Center  

at 5:00 p.m. on March 22nd.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Spring is just around the corner, and our preschoolers 

are excitedly preparing for our upcoming Spring 

Program! The children have been working hard 

learning their songs and practicing each week.  

We can’t wait to share this special time with our 

families and church community as we celebrate the 

joy and new life that spring brings. Join us in the 

FLC on March 31 at 6:30 

In chapel this month, we are continuing our focus on 

the Fruit of the Spirit with Goodness and 

Faithfulness. Our Bible stories remind us that just as 

flowers and trees grow in the spring, we grow our 

faith and love as well. The children are enjoying 

singing worship songs together and learning simple 

lessons about God’s love in ways that are meaningful 

to them. 

We are also excited to share that the preschool will 

be hosting a Yard Sale on March 28! This will be a 

wonderful opportunity for fellowship and fundraising 

to support our preschool programs. We would love 

your support—come by and shop!!!! 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support of 

our preschool ministry. It is a blessing to watch these 

little ones learn and grow each day!  

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Creating Meaningful Family Time in a Christian Home 

Let’s face it, we live in a world filled with busy 

schedules, digital distractions, and constant noise. 

Every week I have people ask how can I change to 

have a Christian impact on family while competing 

with the distractions? I often encourage people to 

create intentional family time each day. This is one of 

the most powerful ways to strengthen a Christian 

home. Family time isn’t just about being in the same 

room; it’s about cultivating connection, nurturing 

faith, and building a foundation that children carry 

into adulthood, and hopefully pass on to their 

families. 

One of the most effective ways to anchor family life is 

through shared spiritual practices. Setting aside a few 

minutes each day for family devotions, whether 

reading Scripture, praying together, or discussing a 

verse can help everyone refocus on what truly matters. 

These moments don’t have to be long or formal. Even 

a short prayer before school or a nightly gratitude 

circle can create a rhythm of faith that shapes the 

home’s atmosphere. 

Another key element is establishing tech-free zones or 

times. With phones and screens constantly competing 

for attention, carving out spaces for conversation 

allows family members to truly see and hear one 

another. Dinner time is a great place to start. Ask a 

simple question like “Where did you see God at work 

today” can spark meaningful dialogue. 

Serving together is also a powerful way to build unity. 

Whether volunteering at church, helping a neighbor, 

or participating in a community project, shared acts of 

service teach children compassion and remind the 

family that faith is lived out through action. 

 

 

 

WELLNESS CIRCLE CONTINUED 
 

Finally, don’t underestimate the value of simple fun. 

Game nights, outdoor walks, baking together, or 

storytelling create memories that knit hearts together. Joy 

is a gift from God, and families thrive when they make 

space for laughter. 

Don’t be surprised to feel some push back in the 

beginning. Change is hard, but in this case, well worth 

the investment. Creating family time in a Christian home 

doesn’t require perfection—just intention. Small, 

consistent choices can transform the home into a place of 

peace, connection, and spiritual growth. 

Blessings,  

Rodney Little, MHDL 

Wellness Coordinator 

 

 

 

 



 

Note from Chris 
Hello Everyone!  

Hope you are enjoying the early Spring weather.  

As we are preparing and entering the season of 

Easter, let us remember the importance of this season.  

We have so much to be grateful for. I hope you and 

your family will make plans to attend each week.  

We still need volunteers for the tech team, 

specifically lights and live stream. Reach out if you 

are interested or have any questions. 

See you on Sunday! 

In His Service, 

Chris 

God has given each of you a gift from his great 

variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one 

another. 1 Peter 4:10 

 

 

 

We express our sympathy to  

Jerry & Alyce Griffin in the death of Jerry’s sister, 

Lenoria Helms  

Family & friends of Sydney Feddersen.  

 

 

 

You are invited to Pleasant Grove MC - Good Friday 

service, April 3, 6:00 pm. in the Sanctuary. 

 



 

 
 

3rd Annie Nesbit, Jacob Parker 

4th Cay Cheatham, Katie Cronk,  

Linda Hodges, Tyler Kohler 

5th Haley Robinson 

7th Brian Ballard 

8th Ryder Welch 

12th Jessica Bruschi 

15th Piper Linthicum 

16th Hunter Harrington 

17th Anne King, Ashley Lee 

18th Vivian Drennan 

20th Ron McGuirt, Tori Lavoie 

21st Whitney Ballard 

22nd Gage Brooks, Jennifer Nichol 

25th Jerry Griffin  

27th Jennifer Dobbins 

29th Josh Lee, Olivia Hamilton  

30th Christy Hartis 

31st Perry Blythe, Sharon Carter,  

Cecily Harrington, Michael Lemmonds, 

David VanDenabeele 

 

 

 

1 Gary & Barbara Lemmonds 

 Ric & Mariah Wlodkowski 

2 Chris & Donna Hartis 

6 Matt & Jennifer Nichol 

 Tom & Lori Ross 

19 Mike and Geneva Desmond 

25 Mike & Patti Goodwin 

 Brian Smith & Mary Tucilla 

 

 

If your birthday or anniversary has been overlooked or 

you know someone whose name needs to be added, 

please call church office 704-843-5905  

or email: mineralspringsmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Thank you. 
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Missions March 2026 Updates 
Operation ReachOut Meals 

On February 13th, a meal of chicken bogg, slaw, rolls, Valentine cakes 

and treats was prepared and served by  

Mary Tucilla, Brian Smith, and Margaret & John  Worley. 

The meal for March 13 will be served by Robin Connelley, Megan 

Callahan and Leslie Tucker. 

Thank you ladies for volunteering for March! 

MSMC has committed to serving a meal on the 2nd Friday of each 

month. Can you help us plan our calendar for the coming year?  

If you have a group you would like to sign up or if you would like to join 

with others to help serve, we can connect you, as well as offer ideas of 

what to serve & amounts. We can offer ideas of what to serve and 

quanaties. Contact worleyjmba@aol.com. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support for Actionnel and ICS Schools  
 

We have the opportunity on March 5 at 6:00 pm to attend a fundraiser and silent auction benefiting the school in 

Bayonnais, Haiti lead by Actionnel Fleurisma at South Park Church in Charlotte. For 

more info, contact us at 

worleyjmba@aol.com  

 
We also have plans for Actionnel coming to MSMC in the fall to update us on his school 

and opportunities we can take to sponsor a child. 
 

 

Disaster Response        Serve Locally  

 

Thank you for offering your hands and feet to humbly serve as Jesus did. 
 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” 
Psalms 46:1 

Check the bulletin boards in 

the Sanctuary breezeway and FLC lobby for dates 

that we still need teams to reserve a date to serve. 

 

Dates in yellow are already reserved. 

You’ll also find a direction sheet 

here with information. 

Save the Date 

June 9 

8:30am - 12 noon 

to volunteer in the MSMC 

parking lot with 

  

Mineral Springs Methodist Church has been invited to serve with 

Weddington Methodist Disaster Response Team in their 

support of recovery efforts in Western North Carolina following 

Hurricane Helene in Burnsville, NC. Do you have skills you’d like to 

share? HOWEVER, no professional skills are required, just the 

desire to serve. Trips are planned for March 23-26, April 27-30,  

June 22-25, July 20-23 and August 24-27. Contact 

worleyjmba@aol.com for more information. 

mailto:worleyjmba@aol.com
mailto:worleyjmba@aol.com
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Scout Sunday – Rescheduled to March 8, 2026 

Scout Sunday, traditionally celebrated each February, has 

been postponed at Mineral Springs Methodist Church and 

will now be observed on Sunday, March 8, 2026. Scouts 

from Pack 18 and Troop 18 will join us in worship as they 

express their gratitude for the church’s many decades of 

support and the generous use of our facilities. Their 

presence represents more than 80 years of Scouting history 

connected to our congregation. 

Following both services, the Scouts will offer their Annual 

Camp Cards Fundraiser. Camp Cards are $10 each, 

featuring valuable local discounts throughout Union 

County. Proceeds help Scouts attend Summer Camp and 

participate in year-round program activities. Both cash and 

card payments will be accepted. 

Old Hickory District Pinewood Derby – March 14 

Pack 18 is once again honored to host the Old Hickory 

District Pinewood Derby on Saturday, March 14. Setup 

will begin that morning; with races starting at 11:00 

a.m. Refreshments will be available for purchase 

throughout the event. 

We look forward to celebrating and supporting our Scouts 

during these special March events. 

Wreaths Across America Update 

We are currently giving our Wreaths Across 

America webpage a fresh new look and adding photos from 

our meaningful December ceremony. We’re also reaching 

out to a few neighboring churches to support them in 

honoring the veterans laid to rest in their cemeteries. 

Please mark your calendars for this year’s Wreaths 

Across America event on December 19. More details will 

be shared as we get closer. 

 
 

 

Mineral Springs Methodist Church 

Ladies Ministry Planning Session 

 

March 21, Saturday, 10am -1pm in the CLC. 

We are looking for ideas and leaders to host events 

throughout the year, so that our women’s ministry 

grows with more opportunities for all age groups. 

Come join us as we plan for the ladies of the church 

to come together to share our hopes and desires for 

a better future of women’s ministry in our church. 

A light brunch will be served.  

If you are planning on attending, please RSVP by 

March 12th deadline to church office. 

Phone:704-843-5905 or 

Email:mineralspringsmethodistchurch@gmail.com 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF TENDING YOUR SOUL 

 
Ecclesiastes chapter three was one of my dad’s favorite passages. I’ve often found that interesting because much of 

Ecclesiastes speaks about the vanity of this life. 
The following passage is also often requested to be read at funerals—especially these verses: 

 
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: a time to be born and a time to die, a 

time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, a time to 

weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance…” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-4) 

 
The dyads of comparison continue through verse 8—but if we stop at that verse, we miss the full measure of how God 

uses these apparently “opposite” experiences. The author, King Solomon, continues: 

 
“What do workers gain from their toil? I have seen the burden God has laid on the human race. He has made 

everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done 

from beginning to end." (Ecclesiastes 3:9-11) 

 
Because we’re made in the image of God, and God is eternal, people know in their hearts that they'll live forever. We 

don’t have to be convinced of it; we know it at our cores. But how long is eternity? 

 
If God told a little bird to gather every grain of sand on Earth and carry it to the Moon, then take both to Venus, then all 

three to Saturn, and so forth, by the time that little bird gathered up the entire universe, it would be 9:35 in the 

morning—on the first day of eternity. 

 
That’s why the most important thing we can ever do is to secure the salvation of our souls. Jesus said: 

 
“What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?" (Mark 8:36) 
Jesus also said: 

 
“Some will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (Matthew 25:46) 

 
You should be most concerned about where you'll spend the longest, not just the next few years. 

 
Tend your souls wisely, my friends! A soul is the only part of us that will live forever! 

 
Bishop Jeff Greenway 

Global Methodist Church 

North Carolina Conference 



 

 
COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026 

 

 

 
BEGINNING MARCH 22, 2026 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Daylight saving Time begins March 8, 2026. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 January 20th is the deadline for the February 2026 Pipeline.  

March 20th is the deadline for the April Pipeline.  

Please send information to share to: 

mineralspringsmethodistchurch@gmail.com 
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