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From the Pastor's Desk

We all go through periods in which a particular longing goes unfulfilled. We naturally
turn to the Lord in prayer, even asking friends to petition Him to do what we are
powerless to do. As the weeks turn into months—in some cases years—the waiting can
leave us discouraged and disappointed. One of my friends likes to quote Proverbs 13:12
which says, “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.”
There is wisdom in this proverb. The delay can make us lose heart, but the granted
request renews our faith.

But what about those hopes that are within our power to satisfy? As we enter a new
year, we may hope for a better one than the previous. It is part and parcel of American
culture to make a list of New Year’s resolutions that are at a fundamental level meant to
help us lay hold of a better life. The resolutions are goals or practices that we can strive
for with the possibility of obtaining. And yet regardless of what poll we read, the
majority of people quit their resolutions by the end of January. Why is there such a high
level of desertion of goals that are within our power to obtain? What does this say about
those longings that are within our reach?

In the above cases, the hope deferred does not make our heart sick. Why? Because we
procrastinate. We tell ourselves that we will get around to the work of achieving those
hopes tomorrow. And then the days turn into weeks that turn into months. We lack
guardrails such as deadlines (we must book that flight or there will be no trip) and due
dates (presentation must be given next Tuesday). Our heart does not become sick
because we still believe that we will get there someday. Perhaps we will. The danger
lies in counting on a time that may never come.

Why do we procrastinate? Why do we put off what could be started today? We have a
status quo bias. It is an anchor that keeps dragging us back to what we typically do. It
takes effort to move the anchor. It is easier to put off the striving. This fact is the
reason why we can become our own biggest obstacle.

What can we do? For starters, prayerfully pick one goal and ask for accountability.
Second, develop a plan with achievable, progressive steps for getting there. For
example, you may want to have a stronger prayer life for 2026. Don’t commit to
praying for an hour a day, but rather start with 10 minutes and ask someone to check to
see you are doing it. You can always add more time, but the starting amount must not
be too much of a stretch. Finally—and this is paradoxically the hardest and easiest
step—just do it. Don’t overthink it or postpone it. Even if your start feels unnatural or
clumsy, do it anyway. Just get going and keep going. The Chinese Philosopher Lao
Tzu once said, “A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” May the Lord
guide you to the life He has for you and the steps for getting there.

Pastor Keith




JOINT WORSHIP SUNDAY JANUARY 4, 2026
IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER.

We will have a joint worship service on Sunday,
January 4, 2026, at 9:45am in the Family Life Center
as we all come together to welcome our new pastor,
Pastor Keith Lowder.

Following the worship service we will have a potluck
luncheon, BBQ will be provided, please bring your
favorite side dish or dessert to share for a fellowship
time with Pastor Keith as we begin the new year
together at Mineral Springs Methodist Church.
Thank you.

Pastor

Thank You

Thank you for your outpouring of love and support
during the holidays! The cards, gifts, sweets, and love
offering are all reminders of how very special you are.
We truly appreciate you and feel blessed to be a part
of this church with you!

Your church staff

Concerns

Pastor Alan Mears, Benji Rogers, Robert Addington,
Anne King, Marshall Enwright, Tyler, Shelley& Rich
Catalano, Violet Cook, Alyce & Jerry Griffin, Kristin
Keener, Kelly Smith, Leah VanNetta, Benny Neal,
Jerry & Dot Hartis, Holland Walker, Veronica Bachtel,
Meg Giddings, Don & Kathy McGinnis, Denny Bryson,
Wayne & Leila Maske, Sandy Strawn, Doris Carpenter,
Raymond Helms, Debbie Watkins, Lana Lamkin,
James Helms, Barry Roberson, Elizabeth & Cramer
Phillips, Nell Starnes, Melanie Brennan, Myckle Griffin,
Greg Horton, Sue Thornton, Cindy & Kate Zidanic,
Chris Lemmond, Ruby King, Pat Harris,

Darlene Blackburn, Dale Watts, Erika Perez, Tom Ross,
Lisa Cox, Dave Pandoli, Frank Buchannon,

Tammy Little, Melinda Fisher, Wilburn (Bud) Cutshaw,
David Broome, Father Brad Smith, Kent & Nancy Shoe,
Dale Hopkins, Elizabeth Brooks, Joyce Starnes,

Toby Holland, Shannon Gray, Cooper Knowles,
William Miles, Marsha Cundiff, Brandon Carver,

Mark McSheehan, Martha Robinson Kiker,

Donald Combs, Claire Howell, Danny Sanders,
Marlene Reeck, Jennifer Ross, Anne Carson,

David Gordon, Venn Helms, Mary Engler, Annette Fox,
Sara Porter, Wyatt Cartertary, Gary Lane,

Barbara McKim, Kathy Doublin, Kathy Knight,

Larry Bell, Marie Harwood, Rusty Miller,

Nancy Tawney, Tom Pope, Johnny Penegar, Jeff Gross,
Evelyn Wilson, John Larry Fite, Loretta O'Neal,

Doris King, Linda Mosley-Hess, Robin Boehler,

Cathy Kalista, Terry Fallick, Peggy Bradley,

Melvin Glass, Lynn Stickleather, Betsy Huneycultt,
Kevin Smith, Kathy Newman, Donna Flanders,

Fred Artibee, June Hornberger, Teresa McGowan,
Craig Plummer, Charles Fowler, Alex Hudson

Please help us keep the prayer list current and updated.
Contact the church office to remove or add to the prayer
list. Thank you.

Phone 704-843-5905

Email: mineralspringsmethodistchurch@gmail.com
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METHODIST WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Our next meeting will be Thursday, January 8, 2026 in
the church office. Fellowship at 9:30 with the regular
meeting at 10:00am.

Not much business at our December meeting. Fun and
food. Our take away Gift Exchange was enjoyable,
Fun with take aways and then a very good luncheon.

Just several reminders for January remember our towel
collection for Operation Reachout and our upcoming
Blood Drive on January 19, 2026.

Blbod

DRIVE

There are still poinsettias looking for a home.

Successful Soup Sale at the Christmas Extravaganza.
Donate to the Back Pack Ministry in the FLC or the
Sanctuary breezeway. Reminder no glass jars, please.

We sell flavoring and the best knives in the world. These
things help support our ministry.
Thank you for your support.

Lindsay & Patsy Ballard
Thomas & Kay Hinson

Springer's

What better time to start than the New Year to be a part
of a group that meets once a month at 5:00 p.m. in the
CLC. We are involved in Missions to help people in
our area that are in need. We also have an informative
program every month, good food and fellowship.

So, if you want to be a part of a group that is 55 years
old or older, come join us on the 4th Sunday of each
month unless specified differently. (You will be glad
you did!)

Children's Choir

Sunday’s 4-5pm in the CLC
Jan. 4 - Soles For Souls shoe packing - 4-5
Jan 11 - regular choir 4-5
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2026 January Church Leadership Mini Retreat

For our Leaders here at Mineral Springs we will be
having a kickoff event on January 18th right after the
service with a meal included. This Mini-Retreat will
allow us to educate on what each committee and group
does here at Mineral Springs as well as plan out the
year calendar with our committees and groups.

This is a great time for us to really focus on what the
Lord has in store for us at Mineral Springs.

The mini-retreat will be on January 18th atl1lam in the
FLC. Please let Pam in the church office now if you
need childcare for this event. Office: 704-843-5905 or
email: mineralspringsmethodistchurch@gmail.com
Thank you.
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SPRING
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Happy New Year!!

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas with
friends and family. This month Spring Kids will start
the New Testament. All grade levels will have
memory verses to learn.

Our memory verses for this month are:

January 4" “T am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have
the light of life.” John 8:12

January 11™ Set your minds on things that are above,
not on the things on the things that are on earth. For
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. Colossians 3:2-3

January 18" Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the father except
through me.” John 14:6

January 25" All scripture is breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction and
for training in the righteousness, that the man of God
maybe complete, equipped for every good work. 2
Timothey 3:16-17

I want to Thank all our volunteers. Without you, we
would not be able to have Spring Kids and teach
these children how to love and grow in Christ.

If you would like to volunteer, we would love to

have you. Please contact Miranda at 980-721-7162 or
email at springkidsmsmc@gmail.com

I believe that is it for this month. | hope you all have
a great year. | will leave you with this bible verse for
the month.

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the
Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11

Y ey a» 3 Ui —

Monday nights:
Cub Scout Pack 18 meetings at 6:30pm. in EDU.
Troop 18 meets at 7:30pm. in the CLC.

PRAY FOR OUR
* Kk ok ok Kk

MILITARY

AIR FORCE -Jay Connelley, Bradley Little

ARMY - Cody Guion, Marshall Little, Zack Wolfe
Staff Sergeant Ryan Toth, Army National Guard

MARINES - Patrick McCann, Caleb Simpson, Averi
Lavoie, Connor McCann, Juan Hidalgo, Sean Summers

COAST GUARD — Jaylen Sullivan

Cpl, McCann, Patrick N
MALS-36 MAG-35
UPR 37141

FPO AP 96386-9001

LCPI Lavoie, Averi P
814 Radford Blvd
P.O. Box 20179
Albany, GA 31704

LCPI McCann, Connor L
6423 McWhorter Rd
Waxhaw, NC 28173
Temporary

Cpl Simpson, Caleb M
5602 Lancaster hwy,
Monroe NC, 28112

Cpl Hidalgo-Vega, Juan P
1218 17th Ave, Unit B2
Honolulu, HI 96816
United States
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WELLNESS CIRCLE

Embracing New Beginnings

New beginnings are a gift from God. They are an
opportunity to grow, renew, and step forward in
faith. As we start the new year, | believe God calls
us to embrace change with hope and purpose. This
can strengthen not only our relationship with God,
but our relationship with our brothers and sisters in
Christ. I have listed a few ideas that | will be
following to prepare me for this new beginning in
2026, and | hope you will find them helpful as

well.

1. Root Everything in Prayer: Every new chapter
should begin with prayer. Seek God’s guidance for
the path ahead, asking for wisdom, unity, and
courage. Prayer not only centers us but also

reminds us that God is the author of all beginnings.

2. Celebrate the Past, Honor the Future:
Acknowledge the blessings and lessons of previous
seasons in our church and life, while looking
forward with anticipation to what lies ahead.
Gratitude for what has been prepares hearts to

receive what is coming.

Continued Wellness Circle

3. Encourage Participation: Invite others to share their gifts
and ideas. New beginnings thrive when everyone feels
included and valued. This builds community and strengthens
fellowship in the church. We may not all do things the same

way, but there is always room for new ideas.

4. Good Communication: Change and newness can cause
feelings of uncertainty. Good communication can help
reduce these feelings. Communicating directly with others is
important, as is communicating respectfully and in kindness.
Every encounter we have leaves an impression on someone.
Thinking about how what we want that impression to be can

help guide our communication.

5. Focus on Mission: Keep Christ’s mission at the center.
Whether through worship, outreach, or discipleship, ensure
that every ministry and activity of the church reflect our

calling to love God and serve others.

New beginnings are not just about change, they are about
transformation. With faith, prayer, and unity, we can step

boldly into 2026, trusting that God’s plans are always good.

Blessings,
Rodney Little, MHDL

Wellness Coordinator




=7 Note from Chris
Hello Everyone!
Hope you all had a wonderful and blessed Christmas
season. It’s the beginning of a brand new season and
chapter in our Church. | hope you all
will join us as we welcome our new pastor. Looking
forward to many new opportunities for our Church,
and we need you to be a part of that. Let’s show him
some Mineral Springs love!! As always, if you
would like to volunteer to be on our Bridge Team, let
me know!!
In His Service,
Chris

Mi.neral Springs PreschOOl

Happy New Year from the Preschool! We are
excited to welcome our little learners back after the
Christmas break and to begin the second half of our
school year. In January, the kids will continue on
our Chapel journey through the Fruit of The Spirit
with Patience and Kindness. Carolina Waterfowl
Rescue will be bringing us some birdy fun for our
young nature lovers this month. We are so excited to
learn about Pip and his big journey and see some
feathered and scaly friends as well.

We are also looking forward to different winter
crafts and activities in the classrooms.

Our registration for the 2026-27 school year will
open on January 26th for our current student families
and church families. We will begin registration on
February 9th for the public. Check the website after
the first of the year for updated information and to
fill out a registration form. Contact Ms Tammy

at mineralspringspreschool@gmail.com to schedule
a tour or with questions.

Thank you for your prayers and support as we
continue to nurture our preschoolers in a joyful,
Christ-centered environment. We are grateful for the
opportunity to partner with this church family in
helping children grow in faith, curiosity, and love.

Blessings from the Preschool Team!

Tammy Boyce
Bl oirector T

Mineral Springs Preschool

MINERAL SPRINGS YOUTH
JANUARY 2026

Open Gym Wednesdays —
7™, 14M 21 & 28™ from 6-8pm
Sunday Night Youth Group-
Sermon, Games — 4", 18" & 25" from 6-8pm

Ice Skating January 11" after service @ Extreme Ice
Center in Indian Trail.
High School Dinner for January is to be determined.
Middle School Night for February is to be determined.

Ice Skating
January 11'" after Service we will head over to Extreme
Ice in Indian Trail to ice skate. There will be a cost
associated with it so make sure to bring money to skate
and for any food or snacks. This event will take the place
of Youth in the evening.

Open Gym- Wednesdays,

January 7, 14, 215t & 28" from 6-8 PM
Join us on Wednesday night for an open gym. This is a
time where we simply play games and fellowship with
one another. During this time, we play an organized
game for half of the time (volleyball, kickball, dodgeball,
etc.) and the remaining time is your choice. This is a
great opportunity to invite a friend to come check us out!
This is open to ALL 6th-12th graders.

Sunday Night Youth Group,

January 4%, 18" & 25" 6-8 PM
Join us Sunday nights from 6-8pm in the FLC for a time
of games, Bible study, dinner and games. This is a good
time to get challenged and uplifted in your walk with
God. This is open to ALL 6th-12th graders.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

1 Joseph Adcock, Doris Carpenter,
Pat Schmuckli, Wanda Stilwell
Brad McKee

5 DeAnna McCann, Tommy McLean,

Marsha Strawn
Barry Robinson, Edward Robison Jr.
8 Kirk Kettwich, Maddi Young
Mike Goodwin, Janice Gregory
10 John Kalis
12 Mandy Mohor
13 Mo Stewart
14 Tom Ross
15 Mike Connelley, Sara Starner
17 Leslie Tucker
18 Dollie Starnes
21 Dawna Daniels, Joe Todd
22 Greg McDanel, Eric Zidanic
23 Katelyn Mears, Brian Smith
24 Santiago Cantoran, Kristie Kohler
25 Julia Ballard, Greg Horton
26 Samantha Lavoie, Dan Nickel
27 Dale Zaugg
28 Grace Ganey
29 Everleigh Brooks
30 Carl White
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JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
1 Fred & Betty Roach

3 Herman & Linda Hodges
18 Josh & Cheyenne Hammerstone

24 George & Lynn Stone
27 John & Barbara Blair

If your birthday or anniversary has been overlooked or
you know someone whose name needs to be added,
please call church office 704-843-5905

C,Q?PO(?/\

-%%:Grief Support Group

The Grief Group meets the fourth Monday night monthly.
They will meet at 6:30pm on Monday,
January 26", in the Asbury Room in the church office.

Bible Study

Ladies Wednesday morning Bible study at 10am in the
Wesley room. December 3 & 10" only. Will resume
Wednesday, January 7, 2026.

Ladies Thursday night Bible Study will begin a new study on
January 8, 2026. Join us as we focus on 5 unlikely women
named in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew's gospel. In the
book, "Underdogs and Outsiders", we will specifically look
at Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, the wife of Uriah, and Mary. We
meet in the Asbury Room from 6:30 to 8. Books will be
available ($11). Join us! For information, contact Shannon
Neal, 704-219-1632.

Men’s Bible Study Thursday, 6:30pm in the CLC.

The Church office will be closed January 19, 2026 in
observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.




Wreaths Across America

The first of many more Wreaths Across America Events held at Mineral Springs Church Cemetery went well.
Thank You to everyone that supported the event whether it was volunteer hours, your talents, or your donations in
honor of a Veteran or your Veteran buried there. Thank You for your support! We’ll continue to take donations
year round in support.

For any that weren’t present at the event we had nine Wreaths during the ceremony that represented the Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, US Merchant Marines, POW/ MIA service members,
and local First Responders. The Army, Navy, and Marine Corps just celebrated 250 years in 2025 all three of
these services were represented by uniformed serving personnel as we’re all approaching the celebration of the
United States of America this next July. The Arrow of Light Den was instrumental in performing their service
project in support of our inaugural event. Both Pack & Troop 18 showed up in force assisting with set up and
distribution of Veteran Wreaths. We placed 100 seats out for the ceremony as we counted 94 folks were in
attendance. Our Inaugural Guest Speaker was Staff Sergeant Jesse Clontz United States Marine Corps serving at
the Recruiting Station here in Monroe presently. Jesse also was a member of Troop 18 where he also earned his
Eagle Scout back in 2012. The last item | wanted to mention was that my employer as part of the USG
Foundation has annually given local grants. In 2025 | applied for and we received a one time $5000 grant toward
Wreaths Across America and the Mineral Springs Methodist Church Cemetery. This enables us to have a firm

footing into the future supporting Wreaths Across America’s mission to Remember, Honor, and Teach!




January Mission Committee Updates
Non-Perishable Food Collection

400+ pounds of food were donated by MSMC families. It was sorted and packed by our Youth and carried to
Operation ReachOut by volunteers to share with vetted Union County families in need.

Christmas Bureau Angel Tree
MSMC was invited by the Union County Christmas Bureau to provide gifts for 51 children from 17 vetted

families. The Mission Committee posted tags, and our church graciously provided the requested gifts or funds
to cover the unmet needs. We also met needs of Western Union Elementary School for a few more families.

Our Youth group also
spent another Sunday
night sorting gifts.
This time into the
designated area for
each of the 17
families.

Volunteers
then sorted
the gifts into
bags for each
child within
that family
and then into
family bags.

“©. R

Family bags were organized, transported to the distribution center & made ready to be picked up by the

T Together We Make a Difference!

@

families. We want to say THANK YOU to all those who shopped, donated, put together, sorted, packed and
transported these gifts. This event couldn’t have been possible without YOU!

Operation OutReach

MEAL on Dec. 12, 2025
Greg McDanel, Patti Bolick and
John Darsey representing the
small group, The Illuminators,
served fried chicken, potatoes,
slaw and dessert bags.

The Jan 9 meal will be served by
Christa Lemmonds and the
Music Department.

You or a small group can sign up
to host a meal at Operation
ReachOut in 2026 on a 2" Friday
of any month between March 2026
and February 2027 or ask
questions by emailing:
worleyjmba@aol.com

There are information sheets at
the Operation ReachOut displays
in the sanctuary breezeway and
the FLC lobby.
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&IANKYOU FOR YOUR MINISTRY AT H
RAL SPRINGS METHODIST CHURC

Thank You Pastor Alan for your ministry at Mineral Springs Methodist Church.
We love and appreciate you, continued prayers for you and your family.




2026 General Conference of the Global Methodist Church
August 30 - September 5, 2026, Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa

The General Conference aims to:

Facilitate dialogue on critical issues.
Provide spiritual renewal.

Foster collaboration among attendees.
Ensure transparent governance.

Join us as we gather clergy and laity from around the world to share in fellowship, worship, and decision-making as
we shape the future of the Global Methodist Church. The GMC General Conference unites clergy and lay delegates
worldwide for prayer, worship, and decision-making. It serves as a vital time for spiritual renewal and discerning
God’s will together.

This historic decision marks the first time the denomination’s General Conference will be held on the African
continent. It is a powerful affirmation of the Global Methodist Church’s commitment to being a truly global
movement.

“This is a significant moment in the life of our church. Hosting the conference in South Africa offers us an
opportunity to celebrate the rich diversity and growing witness of the Global Methodist Church across the
world. It’s not just a conference location—it’s a visible

2026 NC General Conference Delegation

Clergy Clergy Alternates
Kari Howard Sarah Williams
David Banks Will Van Wieren
Andy Lambert Karl Neuschafefer
Tim Reaves

Connie Stutts Clergy Reserves
Dalma Cribb Insung Kim

Tom Mabry Tom Newman
Earl Bradshaw Jeff Johnsen

Cory Oliver Paul Dunham
John Howard, Jr.

John Woods

Jonathan Jeffries

Laity: Heather Grabbs, Beth Woods, Mack Parker, David Spivey, Greg Grabbs, Jeff Brotherton,
Shirley Davenport, Teresa Auten, Ken Waters, Nancy Johnson, Carolyn Hindel, Lizann Creef-Meekins.
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